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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Basic Premise 

Realign the current three waivers supporting 

individuals with ID/DD  

 

– Intellectual Disability  

– Day Support  

– Developmental Disability 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Basic Premise (cont’d) 

To two waivers that each support both individuals 

with ID and DD   

 

– a comprehensive waiver that provides more intense 

services, which require more oversight, rules/regs as 

individuals’ needs increase 

 

– a supports waiver that provides supplemental 

services that allow an individual to live independently 

or with family/friends 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Eligibility 

• A single eligibility criterion for these two waivers 

is desirable.   

 

• The Eligibility subcommittee recommended 

adoption of a functional definition of DD modeled 

on the Administration on Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities [114 Stat. 1684 

Public Law 106-402-Oct. 30, 2000] definition. 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Eligibility (cont’d) 

AIDD definition: 

“The term ‘developmental disability’ means a severe, 

chronic disability of an individual that: 
 

– Is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination 

of mental and physical impairments; 

 

– Is manifested before the individual attains age 22; 

 

– Is likely to continue indefinitely; 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Eligibility (cont’d) 

• AIDD definition (cont’d): 

– Results in substantial functional limitations in 3 or more of the 

following areas of major life activity: 

• Self-care 

• Receptive and expressive language 

• Learning 

• Mobility 

• Self-direction 

• Capacity for independent living 

• Economic self-sufficiency; and 

 

– Reflects the individual’s need for a combination and sequence of special 

interdisciplinary or generic services, individualized supports or other 

forms of assistance that are of lifelong or extended duration and are 

individually planned and coordinated.” 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Eligibility (cont’d) 

• Level of Care Consideration: 

– With a broader diagnostic criterion, a tighter 

functional criterion may be needed 

 

• DBHDS staff reviewed VA’s current LOC tool 

and those of several other states 

– Proposed an updated Level of Functioning tool to 

the Eligibility subcommittee for review 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Eligibility (cont’d) 

• Level of Care Changes/Recommendations: 

– Added an additional category: “Self Direction” – 

very important to individuals with DD 

– Altered language to be more person-centered 

and more reflective of community structures 

– DBHDS intends to pilot revised tool 

– Subcommittee recommended a guidance 

document and training for those who administer 

the revised tool 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Case Management 

• Recommendations to accomplish merger of the 

public (ID/DS waivers) and private (DD waiver) 

case management systems: 
 

– Establish the Community Services Boards (CSBs) as 

the single point of entry for both new waivers 

(comprehensive and supports)  
 

– Actively promote (via the Performance Contract) 

CSBs contracting with private case management 

providers to offer individuals on either waiver choice 

of case management provider 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Waiting List  

• One set of criteria is recommended for managing the 

new ID/DD waivers  

– Should not involve separate waiting lists for 

comprehensive vs. supports waiver 

– Should allow movement between the two waivers as 

necessary (i.e., as individuals’ needs change) 
 

• The subcommittee recommended a system of regional 

(3 – 7 regions) triage (vs. chronological basis) for 

assigning slots.  This would require regional committees 

to review the scored needs of those on the waiting list 

when new slots come available.   
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Waiting List (cont’d)  

• Current three waivers have three different 

means of wait list management 

• Recommendations for redesigned waivers:  
– Provide those on the existing DD waiver waiting list the option to 

move to the needs-based list or to stay on the current 

chronological list 

• One opportunity to revisit the choice within one year of the initial 

decision.   

– All newly screened individuals (regardless of diagnosis) will be 

placed on the needs-based list 

– A percentage of newly created slots will go towards reducing the 

chronological list until its census is zero, at which time it will be 

permanently closed. 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Urgent Criteria 

• The ID Waiver has operated with an “urgent 

needs” based waiting list, while the DD Waiver 

has given a percentage (10%) of newly created 

slots to those deemed in “emergency status” 

  

• The Waiver Design Advisory Committee asked 

the Waiting List subcommittee to review both 

and suggest modifications that would inform the 

future urgent needs criteria 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Urgent Criteria (cont’d)  

Recommended changes to the urgent category list 

criteria: 

• Both primary caregivers are 55 years of age or older, or 

if there is one primary caregiver, that primary caregiver is 

55 years of age or older; 
 

• The applicant is 55 years of age or older; 
 

• The applicant is living with a primary caregiver or 

provider, who is providing the service support 

voluntarily and without pay, and the primary caregiver or 

provider indicates that he/they can no longer care for 

the applicant;  
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Urgent Criteria (cont’d)  

• There is a clear risk (e.g., reports made) for the 

applicant of abuse, neglect, or exploitation or the 

individual has been determined by APS/CPS to have 

been abused, neglected or exploited; 
 

• A primary caregiver has a chronic or long-term physical 

or psychiatric condition or conditions that significantly 

limits the abilities of the primary caregiver or caregivers 

to care for the applicant; 
 

• The applicant is aging out of publicly funded residential 

placement or otherwise becoming homeless (exclusive 

of children who are graduating from high school); or 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Urgent Criteria (cont’d)  

• The applicant lives with the primary caregiver and There is a risk to 

the health or safety of the applicant, primary caregiver, or other 

person living in the home due to either of the following conditions: 

  (1) The applicant's behavior or behaviors present a risk to 

himself or others that cannot be effectively managed by the primary 

caregiver or unpaid provider even with generic or specialized 

support arranged or provided by the CSB/BHA; or 

  (2) There are physical care needs (such as lifting or bathing) or 

medical needs that cannot be managed by the primary caregiver 

even with generic or specialized supports arranged or provided by 

the CSB/BHA. 

 

• The individual lives in an institutional setting and has a viable 

discharge plan in place. 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Waiver Services Rates 

• Burns and Associates disseminated a survey to 

providers to assist them in developing a rate 

methodology to set or adjust rates in the new 

waiver. 

 

• A report is due by the end of August to match up 

rates with proposed/existing services. 
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DBHDS 
Virginia  Department  of  

Behavioral Health  and 

Developmental Services 

Services Array 

• Two meetings of this group have been held to 

discuss desired service elements 

– Self Advocates/family members 

– Providers/advocacy organizations 

 

• Next meeting (6/23) to begin to map out 

common ground for potential services in 

redesigned waiver 
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Questions? 


